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Dear Friends,

The General Assembly met for an
extended Organization Day in mid-
November.

The 2000 session is a "short" session,
meaning we will begin session January 10
and finish before March 15.

In the short session, each House
member may introduce only five pieces of
legislation. While we will not re-open the

two-year state budget passed earlier this year, the possibility remains that
we may fine-tune some of the appropriations outlined in that legislation.

Sincerely,



Educating our children
Did you know that more

than 20 percent of adults read
at or below a fifth grade level �
far below the level needed to
earn a living wage? Forty-three
percent of people with the
lowest literacy skills live in
poverty.

Funding -- The Indiana
General Assembly has
attempted to help by
appropriating $3.9 million in
funding for early intervention
(K-3) reading programs. The
General Assembly also provided
$6 million to replace old and
worn school library books and materials.

ISTEP+ Gateway Exam -- House Enrolled Act 1050 allows students who
do not pass the ISTEP Gateway Examination to graduate, provided they meet
certain other requirements. The requirements include: (1) a 95 percent
attendance rate, (2) a �C� average and (3) the student must obtain a written
recommendation from a teacher in each subject area in which the student has
not received a passing score.

The legislation also contains provisions for students with disabilities,
allowing the student�s  case conference committee to determine if a student
with disabilities is eligible for graduation.

The act also provides that all
students in Grade 10 must take
the examination.

Literacy Helpline -- If you
know of anyone who would like
to obtain a GED, needs reading
help for their child, needs
reading help for themselves,
wants to learn English as a
Second Language, wants to
improve their employment
options or who wants to go from
welfare to work, contact the
Literacy Helpline at 1-800-267-
9029. The helpline is part of the
Indiana Literacy Foundation.

ROAR -- The Indiana Literacy Foundation sponsors statewide programs to
encourage people to read. Reach Out and Read (ROAR) is a pediatric literacy
initiative to help infants and children between the ages of 6 months and 5 years
discover the joys of reading. Developed by pediatricians at Boston Medical
Center, ROAR recruits volunteers to conduct reading circles at health
facilities. Doctors �prescribe� reading to their young patients, each of whom

How are we doing?
   Indiana        U.S.

High School
Graduation
Rate 87.9% 82%
College
Attendance
Rate 53.5% 41%
SAT
Composite
Score 981 1013



Financial assistance for college
Twenty-First Century Scholars helps Indiana

families afford a college education for their
children. To apply for the program, the student
must be an Indiana resident, be enrolled in the
8th grade at a public or accredited private school,
and be eligible for free or reduced-price lunches
under the national school lunch program or free
or reduced textbooks under the textbook
assistance program.

Students must �Step up to the Pledge� by committing to: (1) graduate from
an Indiana high school, (2) achieve a cumulative GPA of 2.0 on a 4.0 scale,
(3) not use drugs or  alcohol or commit any crime, and (4) apply for college
admission and financial aid as a senior in high school.

 For more information, call 1-800-592-2076.

The 1999 biennial state budget provides $672 million in savings for Indiana
taxpayers. I have detailed some of the tax cuts below.

� Homeowners: Property taxes on a taxpayer�s principal place of residence
can be deducted up to $2,500. The deduction is located on Schedule 1 of the
IT-40.

� Senior citizens: The income tax deduction for seniors was increased from
$1,000 to $1,500. Each taxpayer may take this deduction � meaning married
couples may now deduct $3,000 from their adjusted gross income. Seniors also
received an increase in the property tax deduction from $1,000 to $2,000.

� Dependent children: The
income tax deduction was
increased from $1,000 to $2,500
for dependent children under age
19 and full-time students under
age 24. You may reduce your
Indiana adjusted gross income for
each qualifying dependent.

� Renters: The renters�
income tax deduction was
increased from $1,500 to $2,000.

This deduction is located on Schedule 1 of the IT-40 or the back of the IT-
40EZ.

� Small businesses: Businesses will no longer have to �add-back�  property
taxes deducted on their federal returns.

� Inventory tax cuts: The inventory tax was eliminated for 87 percent of
Indiana farms and businesses, saving $129.6 million.

� Property tax cuts: The county welfare funds and the county welfare
administration funds were eliminated from local property taxes, saving $67.6
million.

1999  tax cuts total $672 million



Attention Teachers
We the People . . . Project Citizen is an civic education program for

middle school students. The Indiana House of Representatives will help to
facilitate the state finals on May 5, 2000. For information on how to involve
your students, please contact:

Thomas Vontz
Indiana University
2805 E. Tenth St.

Bloomington, IN 47408
812-855-0467 / 800-266-3815

Established in 1997, the Family College Savings Plan is designed to give
families the opportunity to save for college.

Accounts may be opened for children or adults with valid social security
numbers. The money can be used for tuition, fees, textbooks, and room and
board at public or private schools within or outside of Indiana, including
technical schools.

Parents can invest in the fund through automatic payroll deduction,
automatic withdrawal from checking or savings account, or mail in payment
contributions. Federal and state taxes are deferred on the money invested.

Parents may choose among four mutual funds with varying degrees of
risk. Funds are administered by Bank One. Families may contribute up to
$114,548 to the plan, with a minimum contribution of $25 and a lump sum
limit of $25,000.

Currently, less than one percent of Hoosier children under age 18 are
enrolled in the program.

For more information call 1-888-814-6800 or email
CollegeSave@em.fcnbd.com

State Information . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Indiana House . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Indiana Senate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Governor's Office. . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Secretary of State . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Motor Vehicles. . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Natural Resources. . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Utility Regulatory.  . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

State Tourism . . .  . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Department of Correction. .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Department of Education . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Department of Health . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Family & Social Services . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

1-800-457-8283

1-317-232-9600

1-317-232-9400

317-232-4567

317-232-6531

317-233-6000

1-800-622-4931

1-800-851-4268

1-800-289-6646

1-800-680-5889

317-232-6611

317-233-1325

317-233-4454

State Phone Numbers

Family College Savings Plan



2000 Page Program

Serving as a page during the 2000 session allows any child age
13 or older the opportunity to gain a firsthand glimpse of how the
legislative system works.

Students will be excused from school on the day they are
serving as a page and will spend the entire day at the Statehouse.

Interested students should send me their name, parent or
guardian's name, address, phone number, school and two different
dates when the student could come to the Statehouse between
January 10 and February 29, 2000.

Please remember session is short and places fill up fast, so apply
as soon as possible.

Our mission is to create an environment for Indiana's youth that is
conducive to both fun and learning, and which will stimulate student interest in

government and community involvement. To that end, we plan to educate
students regarding legislative processes; to give students an opportunity to meet
their community leaders; to encourage student involvement in the community;

and to introduce students to other students around the state.

The following publications can be
requested free of charge from my
Statehouse office by calling toll-free 1-
800-382-9842:

Relax . . .  -- This informational
booklet for senior citizens discusses a
variety of issues, from taxes to health
problems to leisure activities.

Higher Education -- A 24-page
publication for those interested in
pursuing a higher education degree,
detailing many Indiana colleges and
universities as well as occupational and
vocational schools.

Guide to State Agencies -- This booklet details various agencies
within Indiana state government, listing phone numbers, functions and
general areas of responsibility for each of the state agencies.

Hoosier Fun and Facts -- Designed for elementary school-aged
children, this information and activity book teaches students about their
state through a combination of text, puzzles and other educational
activities.

Publications available

HOOSIER
FUN & FACTS
Information & Activity

Booklet

Distributed by

F. Dale Grubb
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